[Giant cell arteritis as a cause of myocardial infarction. Description of a case].
Giant cell arteritis is a disease of the elderly of unknown origin. It involves large, medium and small sized arteries. The extracranial arteries, especially the aorta and its main branches, are rarely involved. The typical histologic features are fibrous intimal proliferation, the disruption of the internal elastic lamina, the presence of mixed cellular infiltrate, plasma cells and histiocytes and giant cells. We report the case of a 78-year-old patient, who died of acute myocardial infarction. The autopsy unexpectedly revealed giant cell arteritis involving the coronary arteries and other systemic arteries.